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The Perpetual Virginity of Blessed Mary
Against Helvidius

By Saint Jerome

(Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Series II, Vol. VI (NPNF2-06))


Saint Jerome was born at Stridon, near Aquileia in 345 A.D. He was apologist best known for translating the Vulgate. He sailed to Antioch passing through Palestine and Jerusalem, on to Egypt, where he visited the abode of the Coptic monks of Nitria and became a disciple of Saint Didymus, &ldquo;the blind seer&rdquo; of Alexandria for sometime. He returned to Palestine in the autumn of 386, and settled at Bethlehem for the remainder of his live. He wrote books about many Coptic Saints, such as Saint Paul the Hermit. In this work (The Perpetual Virginity of Blessed Mary), Saint Jerome is replying the heresy of Helvidius and maintains three propositions:

				
	
								
		
									1st. That Joseph was only putatively, not really, the husband of Mary.
									2rd. That the &ldquo;brethren&rdquo; of the Lord were his cousins, not his own brethren.
									3rd. That virginity is better than the married state.
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