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The real joy is one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit in the heart.The Bible says, "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace... " (Gal. 5:22)

It is a joy in the Lord, as the Apostle said. But there are many examples of false joy: Jonahs joy with the plant that gave shade for his head and Solomon's joy with all his toil under the sun. He finally realised that all is vanity and grasping for the wind. And he also said, "The heart of fools is in the house of mirth." (Eccl. 7:4)

Another example of the false joy is when the elder son said to his father, "You never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends." (Luke 15:29)

There is another type of joy which is considered a sin:



Solomon said, "Do not rejoice when your enemy falls." (Prov.24:17) The
Apostle, when talking about joy, said "Love does not rejoice in
iniquity." (1 Cor. 13:6)

The Lord Jesus rebuked his disciples when they were joyful that the
devils were subject to them. He said to them, "...do not rejoice in
this... but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven."
(Luke 10:20)

The real joy then is the holy joy in the Lord...

It is also the joy of spiritual life with all the means of grace...

The Psalmist says, "I was glad when they said to me 'Let us go into the
house of the Lord'" (Ps. 122: 1) He also says, "I rejoice at Your word
as one who finds great treasure" (Ps. 119:162) and also says, "I will
lift up my hands in Your name. My soul shall be satisfied as with
marrow and fatness." (Ps.63:4,5) Therefore, he sees his joy in whatever
draws him to God.

Man also rejoices in repentance as it is reconciliation with God...

Heaven also shares in this joy with salvation, "there will be more joy
in Heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just
persons who need no repentance... " (Luke 15:7)

Hope is also another source of joy, "Rejoicing in hope." (Rom. 12:12)

Nevertheless, tribulations themselves, make the faithful rejoice, "My
brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials." (James
1:2)

The greatest joy is meeting God in His Kingdom, when the Lord says to the faithful, "Enter into the joy of your Lord.
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